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The Lionel Pincus & Princess Firyal Map Division 
 

Users: 

Geographers ~ Cartographers ~ Geographic Information 

Scientists 

Artists ~ Curators of Art ~ Art Historians 

Fiction Writers ~ Nonfiction Writers ~ Poets 

Urban Archaeologists ~ Historic & Landmark Preservationists 

Geomorphologists ~ Landscape Ecologists ~ Environmental 

Scientists 

Social Historians ~ Economic Historians ~ Infrastructure 

Historians 

Architects ~ Architectural Historians ~ Historic Preservationists 

Adaptive Reuse Architects ~ Landscape Architects ~ Urban 

Planning 

Comparative Urban Studies 
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Collections: 

433,000 sheet maps 

25,000 books & atlases 

17,800 scanned maps  

Global to the Local ~ Antiquarian to the Contemporary 

Antiquarian maps (to the early 16th c): 1,000’s of sheets, 100’s of atlases 

Topographic maps: more than 200,000 sheets 

Property maps (approaching architectural scale): 10,000’s of sheets 
 

NYC Property maps: 

Fire Insurance Maps 

Sheet Maps (transit/parks/cemeteries/docks/etc…) 

Zoning Maps 

Farm Maps 

Historical Topographic Maps 

Historical Nautical Charts 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Digitization: 

1997-2001 ~ Mid-Atlantic -1850 ~ 700 maps 

2003-2004 ~ Austria Hungary ~ Topo Maps 1:75,000~ 1877-1914 ~ 800 

maps  

2004 ~ NYC Early Fire Insurance Atlases ~ 1852-1854 ~ 200 maps 

2005-2009 ~ NY & NJ State County Atlases ~ 19th Century ~ 2000 maps 

2005-2009 ~NYC Fire Insurance Atlases ~ 19th and 20th c. ~ 3000 maps 

2010-2012 ~ NYC Atlases and Maps 19th and 20th c. ~ 7200 maps 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Digitization: 
NYPL Digital Collections (IA book reader & deep zoom (coming soon!)) 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 

map warping (i.e. georectification) 
 

 

          
 

      

    

    
 

 

 

 



NYGeoCon 2013 
mattknutzen@nypl.org / @mattknutzen  11/13/2013 

NYGeoCon 2013 
mattknutzen@nypl.org / @mattknutzen  11/13/2013 

New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 

map warping (i.e. georectification) 
 

 

          
 

      

    

    
 

 

 

 



NYGeoCon 2013 
mattknutzen@nypl.org / @mattknutzen  11/13/2013 

NYGeoCon 2013 
mattknutzen@nypl.org / @mattknutzen  11/13/2013 

New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 

map warping (i.e. georectification) 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 

map warping … Enables Geosearch! 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 

map cropping & mosaics 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 

tracing 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 
2010-2013 NEH funded NYC Historical GIS 

 

 

          
 

      

    

    
 

 

 

 

http://bitly.com/LUBeIA
http://bitly.com/LUBeIA


NYGeoCon 2013 
mattknutzen@nypl.org / @mattknutzen  11/13/2013 

NYGeoCon 2013 
mattknutzen@nypl.org / @mattknutzen  11/13/2013 

New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 
2010-2013 NEH funded NYC Historical GIS 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 
2010-2013 NEH funded NYC Historical GIS 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Transformative Workflows (maps.nypl.org): 
2010-2013 NEH funded NYC Historical GIS … AND beyond 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Reweaving Historical Information (dev.gazetteer.nypl.in): 
2013 NEH funded ~ New York City Chronology of Place 

 

 

          
 

      

    

    
 

 

 

 



NYGeoCon 2013 
mattknutzen@nypl.org / @mattknutzen  11/13/2013 

NYGeoCon 2013 
mattknutzen@nypl.org / @mattknutzen  11/13/2013 

New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Automated Feature Extraction: 
 

 

          
 

      

    

    
 

 

 

 



NYGeoCon 2013 
mattknutzen@nypl.org / @mattknutzen  11/13/2013 

NYGeoCon 2013 
mattknutzen@nypl.org / @mattknutzen  11/13/2013 

New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Creating hooks for images 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Creating digital hooks for text 
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New ways of meeting new user expectations… 
 

Creating digital hooks for text 
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Credit where due… 

…Topomancy LLC 

…NYPL Labs 

…NYPL Map Division 

…Map tool users (3,200 students, interns, volunteers) 

…NEH 
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Questions? 
 

Comments? 
 

Thoughts? 
 

Ideas? 


